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MEMORANDUM 

 

TO:  Boar d of Directors, Buffalo Erie Ni agar a Land Impr ovement Cor por ati on 

FROM: Brendan Mehaff y, Vice Chairperson 

SUBJECT: Resolution #: 2017-60 Disposi ti on of 53 Wichi ta, West Seneca – Vacant Lot 

DATE: December 21, 2017 

 

DISCUSSION 

 

The Buffalo Erie Ni agar a Land Impr ovement Cor por ati on (BENLIC) acquired 53 Wichi ta Road, 

West Seneca through the County of Erie Tax Foreclosure Aucti on 2017 In- Rem 165. The Town 

of West Seneca i nformed BENLIC that 53 Wichi ta had been standi ng vacant si nce 

appr oxi mately 2008 when the ori gi nal home was demoli shed. The listed owner of the proper ty 

has let i t go wi th over $81,000 owed i n taxes, suggesti ng i t as a good candidate for BENLIC to 

acquire and tr ansfer through a pri vate sale. The Town of West Seneca noti fied BENLIC through 

the 2017 RFF process that the adjacent nei ghbor , Patri ci a Zeman (51 Wi tchita), has been 

mai ntai ni ng i t si nce 2008, and wishes to purchase the lot. 

    

• 53 Wi chi ta, West Seneca     SBL# 133.52-3-19 

 

Shor tly af ter BENLIC acquired Ti tle of the property, BENLIC contacted the adjacent nei ghbor , 

Miss. Zeman, and i n December of 2017 BENLIC recei ved a si de-lot purchase appli cati on from 

her . West Seneca notified BENLIC stati ng Miss. Zeman rei mbursed the Town of West Seneca 

for foreclosure costs to the Land Bank as a “bui lding permi t”. BENLIC has recei ved a letter from 

Offeror  Resi dence 

53 Wi chi ta 
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West Seneca Bui ldi ng Inspector , Doug Busse, confirmi ng the lot as non-bui ldable. The si de-lot 

purchase appli cati on stated Miss. Zeman was going to combi ne the vacant lot wi th her own. 

Impr ovements would i nclude conti nui ng the mai ntenance of the lot, mowi ng, a garden, fenci ng, 

and possi bly a shed. Miss. Zeman has been mai ntai ni ng the lot si nce the origi nal home was 

demoli shed i n 2008.  

 

BENLIC staff has revi ewed the offer i ncludi ng respecti ve Proper ty Purchase Appli cati on. The 

pur pose of the proposed disposi ti on is congr uent wi th BENLIC’s missi on to retur n the proper ty 

back to producti ve use.  

 

ACTION 

 

The Boar d of Directors is hereby requested to approve the followi ng resolution: 

 

 RES OLVED that the BENLIC Boar d of Directors authori zes the disposi ti on of the 

pr oper ty of 53 Wichi ta Road, Town of West Seneca, NY (SBL #133. 52-3-19) i n the amount of 

$1400.00 by an Agreement of Sale of Real Proper ty wi th offeror Patri ci a Zeman, and i n so doi ng 

follows the proper procedure for disposal of real pr oper ty by negoti ati on as descri bed i n the 

Pr oper ty Disposi ti on Guideli nes of the Cor por ati on; and be i t fur ther , 

  

 RES OLVED, that the Executi ve Director of BENLIC, Jocelyn Gordon, and BENLIC 

legal counsel are authorized to execute documents and take any necessar y acti ons to close on the 

sale of the above-referenced proper ty. 

 

  


